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TAGS: SNAR, RP, OEXC (MACARAIG, HON. CATALINO, JR.) 

SUBJECT: POSTPONEMENT OE VISIT BY UNDERSECRETARY OF JUSTICE 

REE: MANILA 3127 

UNDERSECRETARY OE JUSTICE CATALINO MACARAIG, JR., HAS TO 
DEFER HIS PLANNED VISIT TO US ON INTERNATIONAL VISITORS 
PROGRAM. RESCHEDULING IS IMPOSSIBLE AT THIS TIME. DEFERRAL 
REQUIRED BECAUSE SECRETARY OF JUSTICE ABAD SANTOS WILL BE ON 
EXTENDED TRIP TO US THROUGH MAY AND UPON RETURN TO 
PHILIPPINES IS EXPECTED TO BE APPOINTED TO SUPREME COURT. 
MACARAIG MUST REMAIN IN COUNTRY WHILE ABAD SANTOS IS 
ABROAD AND ALSO DURING FIRST MONTHS FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT 
OF NEW JUSTICE SECRETARY. ACCORDING TO MACARAIG, ABAD SANTOS, 
WHO HAS BEEN RELUCTANT TO LEAVE JUSTICE FOR SUPREME COURT, 
HAS AGREED TO SWITCH WHICH LIKELY TO TAKE PLACE SHORTLY 
AFTER ABAD SANTOS RETURN IN LATE MAY. APPOINTMENT OF NEW 
SECRETARY PROBABLE IN JUNE BUT COULD BE DEFERRED. AS 
CONSEQUENCE, MACARAIG AT THIS TIME UNABLE TO SUGGEST 
APPROPRIATE NEW TIMEFRAME FOR HIS VISIT, WHICH LARGELY 
CONTINGENT ON SUITABLE ARRANGEMENTS WITH NEW SECRETARY. 

AT THIS STAGE, BELIEVE LATE AUGUST OR SEPTEMBER DEPARTURE 
WOULD BE EARLIEST MACARAIG COULD ACCEPT, BUT TOO MANY 
UNKNOWN ELEMENTS IN EQUATION TO FORECAST WITH PRECISION. 
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